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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication'^ this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-6, 13-15, 20-21, 23-24 and 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Lewis et aL (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2004/0116119). 

As to claim 1, Lewis et al. teaches a method for updating network appliances 
(See abstract; paragraph 005; paragraph 0013, where "appliances" is read on "device"), 
comprising: determining an urgent update (See paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; 
paragraph 0031; paragraph 0075); creating an urgent update notification (UUN) 
associated with the urgent update (See paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; paragraph 
0031; paragraph 0075); sending the UUN to the network appliances as messages (See 
paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; paragraph 0031; paragraph 0075); and providing the 
urgent update to the network appliances (See abstract; paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; 
paragraph 0031; paragraph 0075). 

As to claims 2 and 23, Lewis et al. teaches wherein sending the UUN to the 
network appliances as messages further comprises sending the messages through 
specific message ports of the network appliances (See paragraph 0002; paragraph 



Application/Control Number: 10/61 1,365 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2164 

0068; paragraph 0070; paragraph 0073); wherein the update server is further 
configured to send the UUN as a message to each network appliance through a specific 
message port (See paragraph 0002; paragraph 0068; paragraph 0070; paragraph 
0073). 

As to claims 3 and 14, Lewis et al. teaches wherein at least one of the network 
appliances is a message protector configured to protect messages of a specific 
protocol, and wherein at least one of the messages is conformed to that specific 
protocol and at least one of the message ports is dedicated to that protocol; wherein 
the message conforms to a specific protocol and is received through a message port 
dedicated to that protocol (See paragraph 0031 ; paragraph 0033). 

As to claims 4 and 1 5, Lewis et al. teaches wherein at least one of the messages 
is a SMTP conformed message and at least one of the message ports is port 25 (See 
paragraph 0107); wherein the protocol includes a SMTP protocol and the message port 
includes port 25 (See paragraph 0107). 

As to claim 5, Lewis et al. teaches wherein each message includes a special 
format that distinguishes it from normal messages (See paragraph 0031; paragraph 
0099; paragraph 0124). 
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As to claim 6, Lewis et al. teaches wherein the special format includes at least 
one of a special header, a special subject line, and special content in the body of the 
message (See paragraph 0099; paragraph 0124). 

As to claim 12, Lewis et al. teaches wherein the method is operable on at least 
one of a server, a network appliance, and a dedicated platform (See abstract; 
paragraph 0031). 

As to claim 13, Lewis et al. teaches a method for obtaining updates, comprising: 
receiving a message (See paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; paragraph 0031; paragraph 
0075); in response to determining that the message includes an UUN associated with 
an urgent update (See paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; paragraph 0031; paragraph 
0075 where "appliances" is read on "device"), immediately establishing a connection 
with a server (See paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; paragraph 0031; paragraph 0075); 
obtaining the urgent update from the server; and installing the urgent update (See 
paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; paragraph 0031; paragraph 0075 where "appliances" 
is read on "device"). 

As to claim 20, Lewis et al. teaches wherein the method is operable on at least 
one of a server, a network appliance, a router, a switch, and a firewall (See abstract; 
paragraph 0014; paragraph 0031). 
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As to claim 21, Lewis et al. teaches a system for managing a network (See 
abstract), comprising: an update server configured to determine updates and to provide 
the updates to network appliances (See paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; paragraph 
0031; paragraph 0075 where "appliances" is read on "device"), the update servers being 
further configured to determine an update that is urgent and to send an UUN about the 
urgent update to each network appliance (See paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; 
paragraph 0031 ; paragraph 0075); a network appliance configured to periodically obtain 
updates from the update server (See paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; paragraph 0031; 
paragraph 0075), the network appliance being further configured to receive from the 
update server an UUN associated with an urgent update and to immediately obtain the 
urgent updates from the update server (See paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; paragraph 
0031; paragraph 0075). 

As to claim 29, Lewis et al. teaches an apparatus for providing updates to 
network appliances (See abstract; paragraph 005; paragraph 0013, where "apparatus" 
is read on "device"), comprising: means for determining an urgent update (See 
paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; paragraph 0031; paragraph 0075); means for creating 
an UUN associated with the urgent update (See paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; 
paragraph 0031; paragraph 0075); means for collecting and maintaining IP addresses 
of the network appliances (See paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; paragraph 0031; 
paragraph 0075); means for sending the UUN to the network appliances as messages; 
and means for providing the urgent update to the network appliances (See paragraph 
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005; paragraph 0013; paragraph 0031; paragraph 0075). 

As to claim 30, Lewis et al. teaches an apparatus for obtaining updates (See 
abstract; paragraph 005; paragraph 0013, where "apparatus" is read on "device"), 
comprising: means for receiving a message (See paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; 
paragraph 0031 ; paragraph 0075); means for determining when the message includes 
an UUN associated with an urgent update (See paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; 
paragraph 0031; paragraph 0075), means for establishing a connection with a server in 
response to when (See paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; paragraph 0031; paragraph 
0075); means for obtaining the urgent update from the server; and means for installing 
the urgent update (See paragraph 005; paragraph 0013; paragraph 0031; paragraph 
0075). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 7-11, 16-19, 22 and 24-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lewis et al. , (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0116119), 
in view of El-Haii et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0203673). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/61 1 ,365 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2164 

As to claims 7, 18 and 28, Lewis et al. does not teach wherein providing the 
urgent update to the network appliances comprises enabling the network appliances to 
obtain a log that includes the urgent update; wherein obtaining the urgent update from 
the server comprises obtaining a log that includes the urgent update; a network 
appliance configured to access the log to obtain the updates. 

El-Haii et al. teaches a wireless communication framework (See abstract), in 
which he teaches wherein providing the urgent update to the network appliances 
comprises enabling the network appliances to obtain a log that includes the urgent 
update; wherein obtaining the urgent update from the server comprises obtaining a log 
that includes the urgent update (See paragraph 0140; paragraph 0257; paragraphs 
0425-0431); a network appliance configured to access the log to obtain the updates 
(See paragraph 0140; paragraph 0257; paragraphs 0425-0431). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention was made to have modified Lewis et al. , to include wherein 
providing the urgent update to the network appliances comprises enabling the network 
appliances to obtain a log that includes the urgent update; wherein obtaining the urgent 
update from the server comprises obtaining a log that includes the urgent update; a 
network appliance configured to access the log to obtain the updates. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Lewis et al. , by the teachings of El-Haii et al. 
aL because wherein providing the urgent update to the network appliances comprises 
enabling the network appliances to obtain a log that includes the urgent update; wherein 
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obtaining the urgent update from the server comprises obtaining a log that includes the 
urgent update; a network appliance configured to access the log to obtain the updates 
would allow a wireless communication system and frame work that, among other things, 
does not lock the vehicle and/or fleet owner into a single comprehensive, non- 
distributed and non-scalable customized communication solution (See paragraph 0019). 

As to claims 8 and 25, Lewis et al. as modified, teaches wherein further 
comprising: collecting the IP addresses of the network appliances when the network 
appliances establish a connection to obtain updates; and storing the IP addresses in a 
log (See Lewis et al., paragraph 0087; paragraph 0092; paragraphs 0096-0099; 
paragraph 0102; also see El-Haii et al., paragraph 0140; paragraph 0257; paragraphs 
0425-0431); wherein the update server is further configured to determine IP addresses 
associated with the network appliances when the network appliances connect to the 
update server for updates (See Lewis et al., paragraph 0087; paragraph 0092; 
paragraphs 0096-0099; paragraph 0102; also see El-Haii et al.. paragraph 0140; 
paragraph 0257; paragraphs 0425-0431). 

As to claims 9 and 1 1 , Lewis et al. as modified, teaches wherein further 
comprising removing out-of-date IP addresses from the log (See Lewis et al., paragraph 
0102; paragraph 01 12; paragraph 0124); wherein the IP address is up-to-date (See 
Lewis et al.. paragraph 01 02; paragraph 01 1 2; paragraph 01 24). 
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As to claims 10 and 26, Lewis et aL as modified, teaches wherein sending the 
UUN to the network appliances comprises sending a message with the UUN to each IP 
address in the log; wherein the update server is further configured to send the UUN to 
the IP addresses (See Lewis et aL, paragraph 0087; paragraph 0092; paragraphs 0096- 
0099; paragraph 0102; also see El-Haii et aL, paragraph 0140; paragraph 0257; 
paragraphs 0425-0431). 

As to claim 16, Lewis et aL teaches wherein the message includes a special 
format that distinguishes it from normal messages (See Lewis et aL, paragraph 0031; 
paragraph 0099; paragraph 0124). 

As to claim 17, Lewis et al. teaches wherein determining that the message 
includes a UUN comprises detecting the special format (See Lewis et aL, paragraph 
0099; paragraph 0124). 

As to claim 19, Lewis et al. teaches obtaining updates from the server at pre- 
determined intervals (See Lewis et aL, paragraph 0070). 

As to claim 22, Lewis et al. teaches wherein the update server is further 
configured to collect IP addresses of the network appliances in conjunction with periodic 
update requests, store the IP addresses in a log, and remove an IP address from the 
log when the IP address is out-of-date (See Lewis et aL, paragraph 0087; paragraph 
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0092; paragraphs 0096-0099; paragraph 0102; paragraph 0112; paragraph 0124; also 
see El-Haii et aL paragraph 0140; paragraph 0257; paragraphs 0425-0431). 

As to claim 24, Lewis et al. teaches wherein the update server is further 
configured to enable the network appliances to connect to the update server and to 
obtain updates (See Lewis et aL, paragraph 0031). 

As to claim 27, Lewis et al. teaches wherein the update server is further 
configured to maintain a log that includes the updates (See Lewis et al., paragraph 
0087; paragraph 0092; paragraphs 0096-0099; paragraph 0102; paragraph 0112; 
paragraph 0124; also see El-Haii et aL paragraph 0140; paragraph 0257; paragraphs 
0425-0431). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mellissa M. Chojnacki whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4076. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am-5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571) 272-4085. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

December 9, 2005 
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